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About this leaflet
This leaflet gives useful
information about asbestos in
your home. It covers how to tell
whether you have asbestos in
your home, why it could be a
problem and what to do if you
want to carry out any DIY in
your home.

What is asbestos?
Asbestos is a type of mineral
that was used widely as a
building and insulation material
in homes built between 1945
and 1985. The most common
types of asbestos are white
asbestos (chrysotile), brown
asbestos (amosite) and blue
asbestos (crocidolite).
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ceiling and floor tiles, roof
slates, lagging around boilers
and heating pipes, ducting and
bath panels. It was also used
for household products such
as ironing boards and oven
gloves.

Does my home have
asbestos?
If your home was built or
refurbished between 1945 and
1985, it is very likely that there
is asbestos in your home.
Almost every home built or
refurbished then, including
council properties, used this
building material. From the
mid 1980s, asbestos was used
much less often in homes.

Asbestos fibres are strong and
resistant to chemicals and heat,
which made it a popular choice
for insulation and fire
protection, and as a reinforcer
for other materials.

The use of asbestos insulation
and most types of asbestos was
banned as a building material
in 1999 because of the health
risk it carries. Homes built after
that date do not contain
asbestos.

What was asbestos
used for?

Why might asbestos be
a problem?

Asbestos was used in many
parts of the home, including

Over time, asbestos materials
age or become damaged, and

The risk is greater for people
who have worked with asbestos
for many years or for people
who washed their dusty work
clothes, as they would have
breathed in more asbestos
fibres. The risk is also higher
for people who smoke, as they
have a higher risk of lung
disease.
The risk for people who have
not worked with asbestos is low.
Asbestos in the home is not
dangerous unless it is disturbed.
If the asbestos is in good
condition and not likely to be
damaged, it is safest to leave it
where it is.
If we find asbestos in a tenant’s
home, we will inspect and
monitor the condition of the
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fibres can escape into the air.
The danger comes from
drilling, cutting, sanding or
disturbing materials and then
breathing in the dust. These
fibres can be breathed in,
where they stay a long time and
may cause damage. When very
high levels of these fibres are
breathed in, there is a higher
risk of lung diseases, including
cancer.

asbestos at appropriate
intervals.
Do not attempt to remove it. It
is against the law for anyone
except trained, licensed
professionals to attempt to
remove and dispose of
asbestos.

How to recognise
asbestos
Unless you have a good
working knowledge of asbestos,
it won’t be easy to recognise
asbestos in your home.
Asbestos comes in many
different shapes and forms.
The white asbestos sheets used
for roofing sheets, gutters, rain
water pipes and drainage are
easier to spot than other types
of asbestos, but the only sure
way is to have the material
analysed in a laboratory.
The other way to spot asbestos
is by its position. Common
places where it might be
found are:
• roof slates and corrugated
roofing sheets
• gutters and downpipes
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•
•
•
•
•

insulation in party walls
soffits and fascias
cold water tanks
bath panels
some textured surfaces
on walls and ceilings
• ceiling and floor tiles
• flue pipes
• lagging around boilers
and heating pipes.

Undertaking DIY
safely in your home
You may have already
carried out DIY in your
home, such as scraping off
wallpaper or drilling walls
to hang cupboards or
shelves. Most domestic
tasks like these do not stir
up asbestos fibres.
If you are planning to do
any DIY in your home that
involves drilling, cutting or
sanding materials that you
think could be asbestos,
please contact us first on
0800 073 3333. We will
check that you are not
disturbing asbestos.
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Where asb
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bestos can be found in the home
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Under your Conditions of
Tenancy you must inform us of
your plans to carry out any DIY
work or other work which
involves alterations to your
home and get our consent
before any work starts.

Should asbestos be
removed from my
home?
Normally it is better to leave
asbestos where it is, as it is
quite safe unless it is disturbed.
But if you think you have old,
broken or flaking asbestos that
needs to be removed contact us
on 0800 073 3333.

Asbestos and repairs
in your home
From time to time, you may
need to have repairs done in
your home, or your home may
be improved.
All of our contractors have been
trained in asbestos awareness,
so they know what to look for.
They may call in specialist
asbestos contractors, who will
arrange for samples to be sent
to a laboratory to identify if it is
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asbestos, and to decide whether
to remove it or encapsulate it.
If the asbestos needs to be
removed, it will be removed
safely, following all the correct
health and safety laws. The
asbestos will only be removed if
it is disturbed or damaged and
is assessed as being a potential
hazard to health.

Remember
■ Any asbestos in your home
is safe as long as it is not
disturbed.
■ If you plan to carry out any
DIY that involves sanding,
drilling or cutting into
material that could be
asbestos, please contact
us first on 0800 073 3333.
It is a condition of your
tenancy that you must
obtain our consent before
starting the work.

Parts of my ceiling are
flaking. Is this dangerous?
If your ceiling has a textured
surface and you can see flaky
patches, contact us on
0800 073 3333.
I want to paint my living
room; will it be safe to
do this?
Yes – as long as you are not
sanding or drilling, it is safe to
paint or wallpaper your walls.
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Frequently asked
questions

I had improvement work
done to my home last year.
Should I be worried about
asbestos fibres in my
home?
No. All of our contractors are
asbestos-aware. If there was
any need to work with asbestos,
they would have called in
specialists to do the work safely
and legally.
Many people who develop
asbestos-related diseases have
worked with asbestos building
materials over many years.

My daughter wants to pin
up posters on the wall in
her bedroom with drawing
pins. Is this safe?
Yes – you can put drawing pins
into walls in your home. This is
perfectly safe.
How can I tell if there is
asbestos in my home?
You can’t tell just by looking for
it. That’s why you need to check
with us if you are planning to
do any DIY that could disturb
asbestos.
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