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Dear Sir Albert Bore

We are parents, carers and families of children and young people with Autistic Specific Disorders and
write to you in support of Resources for Autism.
Resources for Autism is a voluntary sector organisation providing practical, essential and vital services.
We welcome the opportunity to have a say and hope we are able to influence your decision making when
it comes to planning a strategy that reflects the priorities and principles of a responsible and fair council.
There is little doubt Birmingham’s financial strategy will impact on us all, as residents of this City, in one
way or another beyond 2013/14.
However, children and young people with autistic specific disorders already face unimaginable struggles
each and every day. We, as their families urge you to put fairness at the heart of your decision making
and target your resources to this invaluable service that provides a life line to families often only just
managing to cope.
Our message to you is Resources for Autism delivers.
When it comes to the most important and vital services Birmingham needs to invest in this organisation as
it consistently delivers practical high quality services direct to our children and young people.
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We understand the following principles will guide you:

GUIDING PRINCIPLE ONE
1

Putting fairness at the heart of our decision
making – targeting resources to those most in
need
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Research has established; “Family stresses related to the care of children with ASD have been
shown to be significantly greater than the stresses experienced in the care of children with other
developmental disorders.”

2

3

Having a Say… | Budget 2013+

There are now over 200 children and young people receiving a service from Resources for
Autism with 818 Birmingham families waiting for a term time service and 659 waiting for holiday
play schemes.
We understand words on paper will never give you a true insight into the lives we lead and the
challenges we face, as individuals and families sometimes just to get through a day. However
we believe decision makers do need to take some time to consider the human cost of cuts to
services already unable to respond to the magnitude of need.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE TWO
Early intervention to prevent more costly
problems occurring
It is well documented that research finds “parenting a disabled child goes beyond ordinary
parenting” and that the “costs for care for a child with low functioning ASD are considerably lower
if children live with their family.”
The All Party Parliamentary Group reported on the Impact of Autism advising ‘often preventative
costs will save expensive crisis management.” Researchers also report “social services support for
children with autism suggests expenditure tends to be high when compared to that of other
disabled children.” “Among children with autism costs for children with additional behavioural and
communication problems are particularly high.”
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Research’ “findings reinforce the importance of short breaks to health and well being (of carers)
and their capacity to continue to care effectively for their disabled child.”
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We firmly believe you will not save if you cut the money you invest in our children accessing
Resources for Autism.
Many of our children cannot speak. We know how much they value and need these services
because they show us in their behaviours.
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Some of those who can speak wanted you to know:
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE THREE
Getting real value in commissioning by paying
for services that deliver the right results
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Resources for Autism offers practical, vital, quality services in a cost effect way and we say they
deliver the right results to our children, our young people and our families.
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We understand the Council (within the Budget Consultation Document)
proposes the following aims :
“Our aim is to reduce the number of disabled children in residential care by
providing targeted support to families in need.”
The docu ment also contains a further aim:
“To reduce the voluntary sector budget that provides a range of services that
includes preventative, targeted and specialist support. A reduction in budget
is proposed that will result in more than 5500 children and young people not
receiving services as diverse as short breaks for disabled children.”
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We are concerned the twin aims are cont radictory and wish to emphasis that
it is our belief that any reduction in funding to RFA will not save the City in
the short, medium or longer term.
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The real cost to any cut in funding to RFA are:

10

We acknowledge
acknowled ge the Council only has the flexibility to find savings against
37% of the budget.
However, investing in RFA represents a true cost saving and we believe it is
the only option for a council committed to a fair, inclusive city that works in
partnership to s afeguard, integrate and care for its most vulnerable citizens.

Friends of Resources for Autism

Including:

Michael Lo
J Throssell
Louise Gent
Lynn Nolan
Ayesha Irfan
Janet Ternent
Karen Kings
Tracey Hadley
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Kathryn Petts
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Lorraine Turner
Juliet Fletcher

Debroah McGovern
A Mahmood
David Kirtly
Juliette Edwards
Dominic Maher
Sandra Collins
Maria Mackey
Paul Johnson
Alison Hope
Rose Shaw

